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Statement on the National Economy
September 25, 1998

Today we received more proof that our eco-
nomic strategy is working to deepen America’s
prosperity and widen the circle of opportunity
to more American families. Over the past year,
personal incomes have increased 5.0 percent—
much faster than the rate of inflation. While
our economic progress is strong, now is not a
time to rest; it is a time to build.

To keep our economy on the right track, we
must maintain our three-part economic strategy:

We must maintain our fiscal discipline by reserv-
ing every penny of the budget surplus until we
have strengthened Social Security; we must con-
tinue to invest in our people through education,
health care, and research and development; and
we have to continue to lead the global economy
and meet our obligation to the International
Monetary Fund.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Reciprocal Trade
Agreement Authorities Legislation
September 25, 1998

At a time of global financial turmoil, we
should be working together to build a new bi-
partisan international economic policy that
strengthens America’s competitive edge. Renew-
ing traditional authority is the right thing to
do, but now was clearly the wrong time to vote
on it.

The House of Representatives should focus
its energies on making sure that the Inter-
national Monetary Fund is strong enough to
confront the financial crisis that threatens our
economy today. That legislation has strong bipar-
tisan support in the Senate but has become en-
tangled in politics in the House. Strengthening
the IMF is the single most important thing we
can do now to protect American farmers, ranch-

ers, and workers who depend on exports to
make a living.

At a time when we need to forge a new
consensus on trade, Congress has chosen par-
tisanship over progress. To move our trade pol-
icy forward this year, Congress still has time
to enact important legislation, from the Africa
trade legislation to the global shipbuilding treaty
and the Caribbean Basin Initiative. And when
Congress returns next year, we should do the
hard work of building a bipartisan coalition for
traditional negotiating authority so that we can
build on our successful record of expanding
markets for American goods, services, and agri-
cultural exports.

Joint Statement on United States-Saudi Relations
September 25, 1998

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Abdullah
Bin Abdulaziz, First Deputy Prime Minister and
Head of the Saudi Arabian National Guard, vis-
ited Washington, D.C. September 23–25, 1998
at the invitation of Vice President Al Gore.

The visit is in the framework of the close,
strong and historic relations between the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia and the United States of

America stretching back more than a half cen-
tury to President Roosevelt and King Abdul
Aziz. It reflects the desire of both governments
to have periodic high-level consultations to as-
sure coordination of policies that affect mutual
interests. Crown Prince Abdullah was received
by President Clinton and Vice President Gore,
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as well as Secretary of State Albright. In addi-
tion, he received calls from Secretary of the
Treasury Rubin, Secretary of Energy Richardson
and Deputy Secretary of Defense Hamre.

The two sides discussed topics of mutual in-
terest and concern. Both sides pledged to co-
operate fully in the search for comprehensive,
just and lasting peace in the Middle East based
on Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338
and the principle of land for peace. The United
States updated the Crown Prince on America’s
efforts to put the peace process back on track.
President Clinton explained the progress made
in narrowing the gaps during Ambassador Den-
nis Ross’s recent visit to the region. Secretary
Albright is meeting with Israeli Prime Minister
Netanyahu and Chairman Arafat in New York
this week to continue this process in an effort
to achieve agreement on the basis of President
Clinton’s ideas. In this context, the United
States expressed concern about unilateral acts
taken by either side that undermine confidence
in the negotiations.

Saudi Arabia expressed its full support for
the peace efforts exerted by the United States
and Saudi Arabia’s willingness to support what-
ever the Palestinian side agrees to in the service
of peace. Saudi Arabia expressed its deep con-
cern about Israeli unilateral actions, including
in Jerusalem, which could prejudge the outcome
of the final status negotiations, and also called
on Israel to fully implement the Oslo and Wash-
ington accords and to cooperate with the United
States’ initiative to reinvigorate the process. The
United States and Saudi Arabia expect the two
sides to strictly abide by their obligations. At
the same time, the two sides underscored the
importance of resuming negotiations on the Syr-
ian and Lebanese tracks of the peace process
as soon as possible in an effort to facilitate a
comprehensive peace. Both countries expressed
their support for the implementation of Resolu-
tions 425 and 426.

During their discussion on Iraq, the two sides
expressed their serious concern at the Iraqi gov-
ernment’s decision to suspend cooperation with
the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) and
the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA). They called upon the Iraqi government
to comply with the recent UN Resolution which
states that Iraq’s action is totally unacceptable,
and which demands that Iraq resume coopera-
tion with UNSCOM and the IAEA. They agreed
that the only way to alleviate the suffering of

the Iraqi people lies in strict adherence to all
Security Council Resolutions. They expressed
their sympathy with the Iraqi people and satis-
faction with UN resolution 1153 which addresses
humanitarian needs.

Both countries welcome Iran’s stated policy
to improve relations with the states of the region
and its renunciation of terrorism, and hope that
these statements will translate into practice.

They discussed the situation in Afghanistan,
and expressed support for the efforts of the
United Nations and the Organization of Islam
Conference aiming at a peaceful resolution and
an end to the fighting. They called upon Iran
and Afghanistan to resolve their differences by
peaceful means. Also, both sides reaffirmed the
danger and threat that terrorism constitutes for
international security and stability. They called
on all countries to prevent terrorists from oper-
ating from their soil and assist in bringing known
terrorists to justice. They considered that con-
certed international action is an effective way
to combat terrorism.

Both sides were united in the view that the
current situation in Kosovo is unacceptable and
condemned the harsh measures taken by the
Yugoslav government causing displacement of
large segments of the population of Kosovo.
They also noted with concern the recent nuclear
testing in India and Pakistan and called on all
states to sign and ratify the CTBT at the earliest
possible date.

They reviewed the current state of the inter-
national economy. Both sides agreed on the
need to continue to consult closely on these
issues and to continue cooperation to enhance
trade and investment between the two countries.
The United States expressed its support for
Saudi Arabia’s accession to the World Trade Or-
ganization, and both sides look forward to the
increasing trade opportunities and further inte-
gration into the global economy which will flow
from Saudi Arabia’s membership in that organi-
zation. Both sides agreed to continue their ef-
forts to complete these important economic ne-
gotiations as soon as possible. The American
side welcomed continued Saudi efforts to en-
force measures for protecting intellectual prop-
erty rights and looked forward to further
progress. The two sides renewed their intentions
to fully consult and cooperate on the issues re-
lated to global climate change and will continue
to assure that measures taken in this regard
are based on the state of scientific evidence
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and data. They stressed the need to encourage
technical cooperation and scientific research in
the fields of water; agricultural standards, regu-
lations and policies; and specification and meas-
urements.

The two sides stressed the importance of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the world oil mar-

ket, and the United States reiterated its recogni-
tion of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as a secure
and reliable supplier of energy resources, espe-
cially to the United States.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner in San Jose,
California
September 25, 1998

Thank you. Thank you, John. I sort of hate
to speak after that. [Laughter] He made a better
case than I could have made for myself. I thank
you. And I want to thank Mayor Susan Hammer
for her friendship and her leadership of this
great city.

I’m delighted to be back here again—or in
the new Tech, and I do hope that because of
this event tonight, you’ll receive even wider pub-
licity and you’ll have throngs of children coming
here, learning all the things that they need to
see about their own future. [Applause] Thank
you very much.

I want to thank all of you for being here
tonight. Some of you are probably in danger
of overexposure. There are several people here
who were with Hillary last night in Seattle.
[Laughter] And you’ve already heard the better
of the two speeches, I can tell you that. [Laugh-
ter]

We’ve been working—I was in Chicago today,
and she was in Portland and Seattle last night,
and we’re going to, as you know, spend the
night with our daughter tonight. And then I’m
going on to San Diego tomorrow and then to
Texas and then back to Washington. But I can’t
thank you enough, all of you, for the many kind
things that you said, as I was going around be-
fore the dinner, about my family and what we’re
dealing with. And I just want to thank you on
a very personal basis. Even Presidents have to
be people from time to time, and you made
me feel like one tonight, and I thank you very
much.

I also want to thank you for giving me a
way to work with this community. When I came
out here with Al Gore and we were working
in 1992, I felt that it was imperative that we

establish a strong relationship with the people
and the companies of this area for what we
could do together to rebuild the American econ-
omy and then to build an American future that
is worthy of our people. And you mentioned
a few of those issues, but it’s just the last list
of issues. We’ve worked on a lot of things over
the last 6 years, things that I never would have
known very much about, and that most Presi-
dents probably wouldn’t, had it not been for
your input and your consistent involvement and
even sometimes your stimulating argument. And
I thank you for that.

I don’t know that that was the greatest en-
dorsement my Vice President could ever get,
what John said. [Laughter] But it’s not all bad.
I do want to say something about him. I thank
you for working with him. As you all know,
one of the reasons I asked him to become my
Vice Presidential partner is that he had a back-
ground in technology issues far superior to mine
and a consuming interest in it. And all of you
have fed it and broadened it, and I’m very grate-
ful to you.

I think that when the historians write about
this administration, they may differ on whether
our economic or social policies were right or
wrong, but one thing is absolutely beyond ques-
tion, and that is that the Vice President has
had more influence on more important issues
in more areas than any person in the history
of this country that ever held that job. And
he’s made it possible for us to do a lot of the
things that we’ve done, and I’m very grateful
to him.

Now, if I could just run over—you mentioned
a couple of things. We have worked out the
so-called H–1B visa issue. It will be coming
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